
1968/07/17 


MEMORANDUM 


INFORMATION 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


I 




{5E£R£TT- LITERALLY EYES ONLY Wednesday, July 17, 1968 

-DECLASSIFIED 

E.0.12356, Sec. 3 A 
NLj_a2^^_ 

Py 4U):_ _ NARA, jyztchaLilP 

Here are some points which Cy Vance hopes we will make in Honolulu. 

I am making this memo available to Secretary Rusk. 


MR. PRESIDENT: 


1. We should nail down with Thieu our understanding of the your-side - 
our-side formula. I have the impression that it is tolerably clear; but we can 
consult Bunker first. In a subsequent Cy and I agreed that it is 

conceivable that rather than your-side-our-side, Hanoi may opt for a political 
negotiation in South Vietnam itself, after bombing stops, between the GVN 
and the NLF. In that case, bilateral talks might proceed in Paris on such 
issues as schedules of mutual withdrawal; the full reinstallation of the DMZ; 
a Laos settlement; etc. , while the political settlement is reached elsewhere. 


2. Cy feels it important that we convey to Bunker and Thieu that they 
should think in terms of fairly rapid movement towards the assumption of 
GVN responsibility, military and political, rather than in terms of a two- 
or three-year time horizon. Cy is concerned that Saigon might not be prepared 
for realities they might have to confront sooner. 


3. Depending upon what happens in the next 10 days or two weeks, we should 
consider proceeding on some version of the San Antonio formula; that is 
"assuming no advantage. n 
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4. Cy feels strongly that we should not rule out --or commit ourselves to 
Saigon to rule out -- token troop withdrawals. He thinks the offer will be turned 
down by Hanoi, but if it were accepted, it would be good for U. S. morale and 
bad for NLF morale. It would give the U. S. public hope, but also help make 
the U. S. public stable for the tough protracted negotiations likely to follow 

a bombing cessation. He would not, however, recommend this until after the 
DMZ is re-established. 


5. He hopes that Bill Bundy, on his tour after the Honolulu conference, 
will make it clear to the leaders of the troop-contributing countries, that a 
stage of substantive negotiation might take place after a bombing cessation 
in which Paris would be either still bilateral or your-side-our-side. Cy believes 
that the troop contributors should not come in until a much later stage when the 
outlines of a settlement are pretty, clear and agreed. 


6. Cy believes that on his trip Bill Bundy should notify Park, Thanom, and 
Marcos on a wholly personal basis that private talks have taken place, indicating 
that they have not gotten beyond the conditions for a bombing cessation. He feels 
that if there should be a leak before these three men are personally informed, we 
might have bad trouble. 
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